you will rejoice to think that there is an humble son of
hers who is strong enough and possibly pure enough
to take the happy step. If he is neither, he is a burden
on earth. The sooner he disappears and clears the Indian
atmosphere of the burden the better for him and all
concerned.
I would beg of all friends not to rush to Birla House
nor try to dissuade me or be anxious for me. I am in
God's hands. Rather, they should turn the searchlights
inwards, for this is essentially a testing time for all of us.
Those who remain at their post of duty and perform it
diligently and well., now more so than hitherto, will
help me and the cause in every way. The fast is a pro-
cess of self-purification.
GALL TO SELF-PURIFICATION
I told you yesterday of two letters from Andhra.
One was from the aged friend, no other  than   Desha-
bhakta Konda Venkatappayya Garu.  I give here ex-
tracts from it:
"The one great problem, apart from many other poli-
tical and economic issues of very complicated nature, is the
moral degradation into which the men in Congress circles
have fallen. I cannot say much about other provinces, but
In my province the conditions are very deplorable. The
taste of political power has turned their heads. Several of
the M. L. A.s and M. L. C.s' are following the policy of
make hay while the sun shines. Making money by the use
of influence, even to the extent of obstructing the adminis-
tration of justice in the criminal courts presided over by
Magistrates, Even the District Collectors and other revenue
officials do not feel free in the discharge of their duties on
account of the frequent interference by the M. L. A.s and
M. L. G.s on behalf of t^eir partisans. A strict and honest
officer cannot hold his position, for, false reports are carried
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